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in the mounta ins Somewhere between the hé&@@%@@%ﬁ?ng
brier River and Shavers Fork Cheat, 'Qnesdr'fyéigiq%%§§
was that Union soldiers on g scouting tour in thg;m@ﬁﬂ*ﬁinﬁf
came upon an acre or two of seng stalka,.growigg't#i?ggﬁa-
weeds. There was no time to stop and dig, and thaééﬁhﬁé
survived the war mever could go back ang find the place.

at least, that is what they seid,

One of these soldiers, who fought under Genersl

Averill, was an uncle of Sol Workmen (s, S, Workman)of

4erlinton. nggyoung soldier mgfkedithe place §s égiﬁg on
'_?ﬁé blazed lineof an ancient lang surve}. _He iEIE“EIé- et
ne;hews, Jim andTSol Workman about it, and ﬁow they ecould
find it ir they would follow the old land line. 41 & guess
this might have been g line of the olg Phillip Survey, made
away back just after the American Revolution, Une of the
lines of one of these o0ld lang surveys in that rart of the

country is nearly twenty miles long on one bearing,

Anyway about thirty years 880 before the big timber
Was cut, Sol ang Jim Workman took back packs of Provisions
8nd set out to find the lost seng patch, Out'from-Duzb;n*~*;t.
they foung the old line of marked trees, ang for the battqg'

Part of a week they followed the line, Senging as they went

and Sleeping where night came upon them.

Tinally they came to the place, on the rocky side 13;

Robertv wa--
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mell wortn whileiss diex @de neagiy wd'a

worth of seng, aa thay travalad in ff
petch.

On the trip the boys found that the old line went
through such & big patch of laurel, they were the better
part of two dayg_ﬁggking their way through it, camping in
the‘middle of it e night. e . 23

Although-z§; big timber was cut years ago, Sal ha-
lieves he has the place so well marked in his mind that he

can make his way to it again.

Pocahonias Times for June 1837
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chapter © - Section 2

ur. James Workmen of the Little levels District gave me
the following information:

;JOHE about 1830 or 1840, A. J. Workman, the father of
5ol end Jim Workmen, bought a farm of 175 acres on Rock Hun.
4o was one of the greatest sengers in the county. I have been
told by meny people that he could see a stelk of ginseng &s far
as the eye could carry. le paid for this ferm by selling gin-
seng at seventy-five cents per pound. Lir. woriman told me thet
in those days ginseng was about the.only thing thet a fermer
could get any money from. Of course, the furs of the mink

end coons could be sold or traded for salt, sugar or coffee.

lr. sorkman would zo to_Williams River and stay for weeks at a

time. He would take with him only bacon, corn mesl and coffee.

cometimes he would not even carry a gun. Once, while out there,
he heard a panther kill a deer &t night. A8 he had no gun, he

waited until morning and then went to look for what remsined of

the deer., He said there was about half of the deer remaining
and he dressed this and brought it back to use.

Mr. Workman remembers hearing his father talk about trad-
ing with John Harness at Huntersville. He would teke his pelts,
venison angd ginseng and would bring home salt, powder, coffee,
lead or whatever he could get that he needed.

Besides ginseng, there were other herbs which were sold,
SUCh as golden seal and seneca snake root.

Mir. Workman remembers the first white sugar he ever saw,
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d that they, &s children, thought it the finest candy they

He sail

had eveT eaten.
The livestock was kept in pens near the house to keep it
safe from the wild animels. But even this failed at times.

gears often came at night and took the pigs out of the pens.

In those days they did not worry so much about raising enough

corn for their stock. They would just turn them out and fatten

them on dogwood and birch.

They had regular days for trading, usually near the last

of the week. They traded horses, live stock, furs and anything

they had for the things they needed.

Sometime between—}aés-SQ a coal mine was opened at Briary
Knob. The coal was hauieci to Laurel Run to fire a locomotive
used for a log train by the- St. Lawrence Boom and lanufacturing
Company. This locomotive had been hauled in here on wagons @&
piece at a time and then put together here. The locomotive was
called "Pocahontas". There were 45,000,000 ft. of white pine
taken out of that one hollow.

From West Virginia Geological Survey - 1929~ Pocehontas Co.

In Pocshontas County coals are found in the Pocono &nd Mauch
Chunk .)eriels of the Mississippi and the Kanawha and New River
Groups of the Pottsville Series, buttatoisuonlytln the latter two

groups that coals of commercial value &nd minable thickness are

T ™ L
ound, the Pocahontas Group eand the Fottsville Series that con-
tains the famous Pocahontas coasls of southern west Virginia being

.. W
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The coals of the Kenswha &and llew

in this county &are confined 1O the western

¢ Little Levels, Edray, end Greenbank Districts.

of the five Pottsville co&als which occur in this county
a definite minable thi

n descend~

which appear to have ckness

s regerded &s minable 1

re three

some localities. The three bed

ing order are the Gilbert, Hughes Ferry, and Sewell coels.
Because of their distance from permenent reilroeds and cogl
and their general inaccesibility, thelir development will
ne somewhat distant future, but should never-

s be considered &s one of the county's valuable potential

There &re no commerecisal mines in Pocashontas Countye
In._the vicinity of Eillsboro, there are deposits of marble

varying in color from red to merocon to & pinkish tinge and from that

to various shades of gray. This marble phase varies Irom 25

to 40 feet in thickness end will

entel purposes. it the time of the building of the new State

Capttol, this marble was offered but refused, perhaps on &account

of its ineccesibility.
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Chapter 5 - Section 1
The old log house on the farm of Mr. A. J. Vorkman had

floors made of inch boards. A man named Williem Miller had

hewed the boards by hand out of poplar. To clean these floors,

they would put sand on them about an inch thick. This would be

left on four or five days and when the floors were scrubbed, they

would be white and clean. The pioneer homes were kept scrupously

clean.

There were no regular hours for work. Both the men eand

the women worked from daylight to dark. The food was coarse
but they had plenty of it. Such a thing as a balanced meal
had never Egén heard of. They had plenty of all kinds of wild
meat and fish. Corn meal-was used mostly for bread, but once
in a great wHile they would'ﬁéve wheat bread. This was quite a
treat.

The leundry was done at the creek when it was not too cold.
They used big kettles for heating the water. Iron cooking uten-

sils were used almost altogether because the food was cooked over

8 Tireplace or in the coals.




